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The Supply of Medical Men for
the Services.

WE publish in another column a letter from Sir
CLIFFORD ALLBUTT and Sir WILLIAM OSLER urging
the need for further medical officers with the fight-
ing forces, and pointing out, as we ourselves have
done on many previous occasions, the advantage of
widespread enrolment because in this way a large
measure of equality of service and sacrifice may be
obtained. The views of Sir CLIFFORD ALLBUTT and
Sir WILLIAM OSLER are those which we have already
asked our readers to accept. When once the oppor-
tunityof conscription, with its genuine distribution of
burdens, was let slip, voluntary enrolment remained
the only alternative to some system of compulsion,
and while its fairness depends obviously upon the
acceptance by medical men of voluntary service as
a general principle, its advantage of a limited

sojourn with the colours can hardly be gainsaid.
The member of any other profession than the

medical,on receiving a commission, joins the services
for the duration of the war, as the Territorial
medical officer does; the medical man who volun-
tarily enrols is allowed to put a term to his period
of service, and to do this without the intervention
of a lay tribunal.
The letter from Sir CLIFFORD ALLBUTT and Sir

WILLIAM OSLER receives reinforcement from a

statement issued by the Central Medical War
Committee on the authority of the Director-
General of the Army Medical Service. The state-
ment is that a considerable number of medical
men are required immediately for service in the
Royal Army Medical Corps, as a large propor-
tion of those officers who hitherto have been

serving in this country have been detailed for

service abroad. This can hardly come as a sur-

prise to anyone who has watched the recent

developments of military operations, and it is of

good omen that the new plans should to some
extent have got ahead of the suggested calendar.
But the difficulty of this situation for the Central
Medical War Committee is that the enrolment of
medical men of military age by the Committee is
not yet complete. It is clear that medical officers
must be ready to meet the future demands imme-
diately to be made, and to take the places of
those who have been moved forward, but the
official requisition of medical officers has reached
the Central Medical, War Committee before the
scheme of voluntary enrolment had finished
its work. The Central Medical War Committee
decided that no call should be made on the medical
men who had enrolled with the Committee unless
and until 75 per cent. of the men of military age
had signed the form of application for a commis-
sion. This percentage has not been obtained,

although the work has been on the whole a success.
In the teeth of criticism, some of which has been
fair and well informed and some wholly unjust and
childishly ignorant, the Committee has managed to
secure for the army a large proportion of the

: number of officers required, but the deficit must
now be made up by a general appeal to the whole
constituency, regardless of whether the men are
enrolled or not.

Amongst the enrolled, many have expressed their
willingness to join the colours the moment they are

 required. These are the men who had it not been
, for the enrolment scheme would in many instances
: have applied directly to the War Office for a

, commission, and been lost to the medical arm. To

, them the Central Medical War Committee appeals,
i asking them to express their willingness to serve
i their country, without waiting for the pledge given
by the Central Medical War Committee to be

redeemed. Amongst the unenrolled there must be
men willing to meet the demands of patriotism
who have not fully understood the system of
enrolment and have hitherto held back. Some

of these men have been misled by categorical
but incorrect statements to the effect that
their services were not required by the army.
So far from this being the case, the demands
of the army are imperative. The extension of
our front in various parts of the world, and

the operations that are known to be imminent, will
strain to the utmost our medical resources in the
field. Compulsion looms in the future, but it is
still possible for the medical profession to dis-

tinguish itself as that section of the community
which has made the voluntary system a success.
In the interest of the whole world this war must
be finished quickly, and a complete medical service
is absolutely necessary to the army. Doctors
must be obtained immediately and in sufficient
numbers. ’We trust that voluntary enrolment will
meet the need, but the new Bill for compulsory
service complicates the work of the Central Medical
War Committee, and this body may require more
complete recognition, as well as reinforcement, if
its full value to the public and to the medical

profession is to be utilised.

Infantile Mortality and the Nation’s
Future.

To increase our birth-rate and to save the lives
of our children constitute the two principal
means by which we can diminish to some extent

the effect of the losses in men which we have
suffered in the war, which we are still suffer-

ing daily, and which, before the war is over, must

inevitably become very heavy. Neither task is

beyond our powers. The birth-rate of a nation

may fall owing to economic conditions associated
with general lack of prosperity, but these conditions
cannot be said to have prevailed with us in the
years immediately preceding 1914. If there has been
a decline in the rate due to a growing reluctance
on the part of married persons to face parental
responsibilities-and there seems to be good reason
to believe that this has been the case-the influence


